
10 DTV Transition Myths and the Facts to Dispel Them  
 
I need to buy a new TV. 
False. This is one of three options if you own an analog TV set. You can purchase a new TV that is equipped with a 
digital tuner or you can keep your current TV and connect to a converter box or pay TV service (such as cable or 
satellite).   
 

TV will no longer be free for me. 
False. You can still receive free television over the air with an antenna just like you do now as long as your TV either has 
a digital tuner or is connected to a converter box. The federal government is offering coupons (valued at $40.00 each) to 
reduce the cost of the converter boxes, which are expected to cost $40 - $70. Call 1-888-DTV-2009 for more information 
on the coupon program. 
 

I need to buy a converter box. 

False. This is just one of your options if you currently use an antenna with an analog TV. You can also choose to purchase 
a new digital TV or subscribe to a pay TV service such as cable or satellite.  
 
One converter box is all I need for my TVs. 
False. If you choose to buy converter boxes, you will need one converter box for each analog TV. Every analog set has to 
be connected to a pay TV service or converter box to get a TV signal after February 17, 2009. 
 

The change to DTV is unnecessary and is not going to improve television. 
False. Digital television, or DTV, is a higher quality, more efficient way to transmit TV signals than the current analog 
TV system. DTV provides better picture and sound quality and take up less space, making it possible for stations to 
provide more free programming and improving communications capabilities for public and safety services.  
 
I have a TV subscription service for at least one of my TVs, so I won’t have to do anything. 
False. Only those TVs that are hooked up to the pay TV service (or those with built-in digital tuners or converter boxes) 
will get a TV signal after February 17, 2009. If your main TV is connected to cable, but you use an antenna to get a signal 
on additional analog TVs, those TV sets will not work unless you take steps to prepare. 
 
I need to subscribe to cable or satellite to get the best television picture quality. 
False. Cable and satellite compress your television signal. The best quality picture comes over the air with an antenna 
used in conjunction with a digital tuner or a converter box.  
 
I can’t watch high definition (HD) programs because my TV relies on an antenna. 

False. You can receive HD programs with an antenna and digital tuner or converter box, however they will only be 
displayed in high definition if you have a HDTV set.  
 

I already have DTV because I have digital cable. 
False. If you subscribe to any kind of cable, you should be ready for the transition. However, DTV and digital cable are 
not the same thing. DTV refers to a higher quality television signal and the method used to send that signal. Digital cable 
is purchased as a tier through cable providers, and it offers enhanced viewing options such as an on-screen programming 
guide.  
 
My DVD player, DVR, VCR, camcorder and video games will no longer be compatible with my TV. 

False. These electronics will continue to work even if they are analog. 
 
 
 
 

                       


